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September 13, 2017.
Councilmember Rob Johnson
City Hall
600 4th Ave.
Seattle, WA 98124
RE: Design Review Program Improvements – CB119057
Dear Councilmember Johnson,
The Urban Forestry Commission commends the intent of the Design Review Program
Improvements. A city should continually re-examine its procedures in order to efficiently meet
its goals. Based on the Commission’s review, the proposed changes conflict with the goals of
the City’s Urban Forest Stewardship Plan (UFSP), specifically to reach 30% canopy cover by
2037. In light of this, the Commission makes two recommendations to the proposed Design
Review Program Improvements, which should also be applied to the current permit review
procedures such as clearing and grading.
The first recommendation is to track tree and canopy removal per project. Specifically, the
Commission recommends tracking significant tree removals, exceptional tree removals, and
removed canopy coverage, in square feet, as part of a complete application. Without this data,
the City cannot accurately quantify tree and canopy removal and implement appropriate tree
planting efforts. See the Commission’s previous letter of recommendation dated June 25, 2014
(enclosed).
The second recommendation is to provide a fee-in-lieu option for projects unable to replace
trees equal to the number of trees and amount of canopy removed by a project. There is a lost
public benefit associated with the removal of public and private trees which impacts human
psychology, ecosystem services, public health, and neighborhood character. A tree removal feein-lieu option should be similar to the alternative compliance option for stormwater mitigation
yet deposited in an Urban Forestry Account to fund planting and maintaining for long-term,
healthy trees in Seattle.

1

These recommendations are intended to aid the UFSP’s monitoring goals and provide an offsite approach to mitigate tree canopy cover loss due to development. Thank you for the
opportunity to provide comments on the proposed Design Review Program Improvements
described in CB119057.
Sincerely,

Tom Early, Chair

cc: Mayor Bruce A. Harrell, Councilmember Bagshaw, Councilmember Burgess, Councilmember
Gonzalez, Councilmember Herbold, Councilmember Juarez, Councilmember O’Brien, Councilmember
Sawant, Jessica Finn Coven, Nathan Torgelson, Michelle Caulfield, Lisa Rutzick, Maggie Glowacki,
Anthony Auriemma, Aaron Blumenthal, Peter Lindsay

Sandra Pinto de Bader, Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator
City of Seattle, Office of Sustainability & Environment
PO Box 94729 Seattle, WA 98124-4729 Tel: 206-684-3194 Fax: 206-684-3013
www.seattle.gov/UrbanForestryCommission
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