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APPENDIX & SoutH DowNTOWN' s PuBLIC REALM

The Livable South Downtown Planning Study was initiated
to study potential land use and zoning changes to encour-
age investment and vitality in South Downtown neighbor-
hoods. No study would be complete without understand-
ing the physical environment, including the size and form
of future buildings and the experience of spaces between
buildings. Of particular interest are public living areas that
will serve people who reside, work and recreate in South
Downtown neighborhoods.

Over the years, neighborhoods within South Downtown have
been the subject of study by City staff, community members,
students and others. Information about many of these stud-
ies can be found on the project web site (www.seattle.gov/
dpd/Planning/South_Downtown/Overview/). This appendix
presents information about urban design work associated
with the Livable South Downtown Planning Study, and in-
cludes the following:

Identifying challenges and opportunities. The
South Downtown Advisory Group and other com-
munity stakeholders were instrumental in identifying
challenges and opportunities.

Understanding the impact of future buildings.
The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) helped
staff and the community to understand the impact
of potential building heights and forms, and of build-
ing bulk, particularly in areas where future increases
in density were contemplated. Images and analysis
of height, bulk, scale and shadow impacts of future
buildings can be found in the EIS on the project
web site. Subsequent analysis was undertaken in
Pioneer Square and Chinatown/International District

to facilitate discussion and decision-making by the
Special Review Boards.

Exploring potential improvements and additions
to the public realm. The City initiated several inde-
pendent studies in consultation with the community.
These studies examined possible opportunities to
improve the public experience in South Downtown
as the areas grows, particularly where past planning
provided less guidance.

Create and refine tools to ensure a “livable” en-

vironment. Proposed Land Use Code amendments
include the introduction of new tools to help ensure
a positive relationship between future development
and the street environment, open space amenities
that serve future populations, and travel-ways that
work together to serve local neighborhoods and the
area as a whole.
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